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Ranayajiia describes the battle between Rama and Ravana,
and incidentally shows the poet's skill in dealing with vlra
rasa, the heroic sentiment. But it is extravagant and taw-
dry, and lacks the epic thrill of Knhnadadeprabandha.

A crowd of demons rushed determined to fight. Noses and ears and feet
were scattered on the ground. Rivers of blood met Some cried out; others
shouted encouragement Some roared; others were beaten with fists; some
were stifled; some were masticated to death. Here and there and everywhere,
royal umbrellas were lying about and armour plates and chains lay broken.1

Queen Mandodari, while remonstrating with Ravaria, de-
scribes the ominous signs which prophesy disaster.

Oh, king, the day is dusty and overclouded. The sun is dim; my lord,
the quarters are foggy. Evil omens meet us everywhere. Yester-night, I had
a dream. King, how can I tell you how terrible it was ? The sea was dried up ;
the river ran with blood; Lanka was in fames. Your queens were in tears;
and so were your daughters and daughters-in-law. And I saw them tonsured,
their hands without bracelets.'-

But the king is adamant; he is determined to fight Rama.
Even Ravana's fierce brother, Kumbhakarna, makes a piteous
but vain appeal to his brother to desist from fighting.
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